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Talking Points with President Thieu 9 

Greetings and Reassurances 

-I bring you the warmest personal greetings from President 
Nixon. He wants you to know of his profound personal admiration 

for the valiant struggle the people of your country are waging under your 

« 

¥ 

leadership. 

% 

t 

4 

Purpose of Trip 

-The principal purpose of my visit is to discuss with you intimately 
the general outlines of the President's discussions in Moscow and 
Dr. Kissinger's discussions in Peking as they relate to Indochina. 

-I would like to discuss with you the relationship between these 

diplomatic developments and what has been occurring on the battlefield 

« 

here. 

-And we should discuss the foregoing frankly in the context of both 
the situation here and the A merican domestic’ political scene, so 

that if there is a change in Hanoi 1 s negotiating position, we will be 

* 

able to respond jointly and rapidly in the spirit of mutual confidence 

v 

that has characterized our relationship since 19 69. As you know, 
President Nixon places the highest value on the friendly and effective 
cooperation which has existed between our two governments during the 
past three -and-one -half years. 


MdUfcT lj\ 
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Thieu f s Views of the Current Situation 

-Before proceeding with this aspect of the discussion, I would 
like to ask the President his views on the current military situation, 
what offensive plans he has in mind for the ARVN in coming weeks and 
how he assesses current enemy capabilities and intentions. 

(Allow Thieu the opportunity to make a presentation unless he wants 
to hear you out first. ) 


The Soviet Summit 

-Vietnam was discussed at some length in Moscow between the 
President and the Top Soviet leadership and between Mr. Kissinger 
and Foreign Minister Gromyko. You have already received a report 
of the talks through Ambassador Bunker. 

-Let me say first that no deals were made; there were no secret 
agreements. Both sides recognized they were talking about matters 
which affect the vital interests of friendly governments and there was 
therefore a limit on the extent to which each of us could speak for our 
respective friends. 

-Each side explained its position in extensive detail. There^no 
surprises. 

-We reviewed our May 8 and January 27 proposals. 
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-The Soviets expressed general support for Hanoi’s position, 
although they listened to our position with courtesy and interest. 

-On the final day of our discussions in Moscow, the Soviets 
expressed an interest in combining elements of our January 27 and 
May 8 proposals, namely: 

.An Indochina -wide ceasefire and return of U. S. prisoners. 

. The cessation of U. S. mining, bombing and all other acts of 
force throughout Indochina upon implementation of a ceasefire and 
the prisoner return. 

. The withdrawal of all remaining U. S. forces from South Vietnam 
within 4 months of that time. 

.Your resignation in preparation for new Presidential elections upon 
the completion of U. S. withdrawals from South Vietnam and two months 
before the new election. This is to say the new election would take 
place 6 months after the ceasefire. 

-The principal difference between our previous negotiating offers and 
the one discribed above is the two rather than one month period between 
your resignation and the new elections. 

-We did not commit ourselves or agree to that change. But we did find 
it noteworthy that the Soviets showed some interest in our proposals as 
a basis for negotiation, something Hanoi has never done. 
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-The Soviets also committed themselves to send Podgorjtfy to 
Hanoi and convey this proposal to the other side. 

-We do not know the nature of Hanoi 1 s specific response. However 
Soviets have assured us that: 

.Hanoi would agree to resume private discussions along with 
Plenary sessions. 

. They would negotiate frankly and without polemic. 

. They would be willing to consider our proposals as well as their 
own. 


Dr. Kissinger 1 s Peking Visit 

-As you know, Mr. Kissinger was in Peking from June 19 to 23. 
The principal purpose of his visit was to continue the process of talks 
leading to normalization of relations between our two countries. 

-International issues, including Vietnam, were also discussed. 

We reviewed the situation and our negotiating posture very much in 
the same fashion as we had in Moscow. 

-The Chinese placed less emphasis on the political aspects of an 
Indochina settlement. They expressed generally pro forma support 
for Hanoi* s political demands; but their principal concern appeared to 
be the settlement of the military issues which would lead to U. S. 
disengagement from Indochina. 
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-In other words the Chinese placed greater emphasis on a ceasefire 
and our withdrawal, leaving political questions for later resolution. 

-On the whole, Dr. Kissinger's impression was that the Chinese 
attitude is one of wanting to end the conflict, at least in its present form. 

-One interesting point made by the Chinese, despite their expressions 
of emotional support for Hanoi, was their belief that not even Senator 
McGovern could overthrow you. The Chinese recognized, however, 
that Hanoi might have difficulty accepting this view since they place great 
hope in a McGovern victory. 

Where We Stand Now 

-This is generally where we stand now: 

.Useful, though inconclusive discussions have been hald in Moscow and 
Peking. 

.On the ground in Vietnam your forces have regained the initiative 
and our Presidents mining and bombing decisions announced on May 
8th have demonstrated the solidity and consistency of our support. 

.On the negotiating front Hanoi has agreed to meet privately on 
July 19th following a plenary session on the 13th. 

-Whether the Soviet assurances that Hanoi will talk seriously are 
borne out by events remains to be seen. It may be that Hanoi will attempt 
to drag out our talks to exploit our pre-election atmosphere and it is 
impossible to predict now how many secret sessions will be necessary 
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to explore what each side has to say. 

-One thing we have made clear however is that we will not agree 
to more than one plenary session before the first secret meeting 
on July 19. 


The Need for Consultation 

-Both the President and Dr. Kissinger felt it was essential that we 
have anotbe r exchange of views at this important juncture. 

-The President wishes you to be fully assured that he has no 

1 

intention of accepting any negotiating proposals which would have the 
practical consequence of reducing our support for you or your 
government. 

-You have no doubt seen the platform of the Democratic party for 
Vietnam. It is one of surrender in which all that we have sacrificed 
would be in vain. The President rejects this not only because of our 
commitments to you and your people but because our own vital national 
interests are involved. 

-At the same time we need to exchange views because of two important 
concerns : 

. First, we have a particular interest in our pre-election atmosphere 
in ensuring the widest possible domestic support for our Vietnam policies. 
It is essential that President Nixon be able to get through the election 
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period through a combination of applying firm measures on the 
military front together with a dmonstration of reasonableness and 
flexibility on the negotiating front. 

As President Thieu himself knows, our past negotiating efforts, 
when ultimately publicized, have always served to show our forthcoming 
attitude and Hanoi's inflexibility. 

. Second we want to be in a position to exploit any negotiating 
opportunity which may emerge as a result of Hanoi's agreement 
to return to the conference table. 

Where We go From Here 

-In our judgement , Hanoi is on the horns of a very serious dilemma. 

. They are under unprecedented military pressure. 

. They cannot take much comfort from the relatively mild expressions 
of support from Peking and Moscow. 

.Above all they must decide whether to negotiate seriously now 
or wait until after our Presidential election. 

-If they chose to negotiate now, it will be on the assumption that 
President Nixon will win in November and may be easier to deal with 
before rather than after his re-election. If they choose this course, howeve 
they will have to lower their negotiating demands because they know 
there are certain negotiating principles we will never abandon. Most 
importantly we will never conspire with Hanoi to overthrow a friend with 
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whome we have worked so closely all these years. For the United 
States to withdraw from Vietnam through a major act of betrayal 
would humiliate us before our adversaries and severely shake the 
confidence of our allies. 

-Hanoi 1 s other choice is to wait out our election process in the hope 
that the Democrats will win. We cannot exclude this course because 
Hanoi is not beyond deluding itself with exagger rated hopes for 
McGovern's chances. But this course holds two risks: 

.First, if this calculation proved incorrect, as it most certainly 
will, then Hanoi would have to deal with a re-elected President Nixon 
who might stiffen our terms for settlement. 

. Second, in pursuing this course Hanoi would waste away its remaining 
military assets leaving it in such a position that it would have no 
strength from which to negotiate. Even if they were to conclude in 
September or October that President Nixon is sure to win, they may have 
already wasted away too many assets to maintain a credible negotiating 
position. 


What If Hanoi Opts for Negotiations Now ? 

-We cannot know which of the two courses I have described above 

will be selected by Hanoi. 

-It is essential, however, that we be prepared for the contingency 
that Hanoi, because of the various pressures we have discussed, will 
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alter its strategy and hold out some new negotiating offer designed to 
move the talks forward before our elections. 

-Obviously, if in our renewed negotiations, Hanoi simply 
reiterates its old demands then there will be no basis for progress. 

-What I am referring to is the possibility of a new position^elements 
of which might be acceptable to us and might deserve exploration by 
our side. 

-Let me cite some specific examples : 

-What if Hanoi proposed a ceasefire in exchange for U. S. withdrawals 
from South Vietnam and a return of prisoners, without any political 
conditions ? 

-Would we not have to weigh carefully the advantages of seriously 

7 

exploring such an offer. 

. It would end the fighting and permit you, with our assistance, to 
preserve your strength for an ultimately favorable outcome. 

.It would be an admission by the other side that it had been unable 
to achieve its political goals since previously they have never been 
willing to discuss a ceasefire except after their political objectives have 
been accomplished. 

.Even a limited ceasefire, of perhaps 6 months duration, would take 

pJlriAOcb' 

us through the delicate political B atua t a e w. to which I have already referred. 
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" Another example » What if Hanoi pursued the thread of our Moscow 
discussions and indicated an interest in our January 27 political proposal 
and the May 8 military proposals as a basis for discussion? 

.In this case, would it not be in our mutual interest to agree to a 

y s* 

two-mo/.th resignation period prior to the new Presidential election 
if that offer red a real chance of moving the talks of dead-center? 

.Here again Hanoi would basically be accepting our negotiating 
proposals as a basis for discussion. 

-Finally, what if Hanoi were to propose a coalition government but 
with you at its head and composed , for example, of elements from 
your present government, exiles and members of the NLF? 

. Would there be ways of meeting such a proposal in such a way 
as to preserve the strength of the Non-Communist forces which you 
lead while giving other elements, including the NLF, a face-saving 
way of participating in the political structure? 

.What if the other side were willing to have such a coalition but 
under your existing constitutional system with whatever necessary 
amendments to make their participation possible? 

-Mr. President, I have outlined several hypothetical offers which 
might be made by the other side. We have absolutely no indication what 
they will say at our July 19 meeting. 
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-My purpose in raising these questions with you today is to emphasize 
the need for tactical negotiating flexibility and for us to think in terms 
of negotiating offers Hanoi might conceivably make which we would 
want to exploit. 

-You can be sure that we will continue to work in the closest harmony 
with you in this negotiating process and that we will not take any steps 
at the July 19 or subsequent private meetings affecting your vital 
interests without your concurrence. 

-Meanwhile, I think we both agree on the continued need for the 
strongest possible military measures against the enemy including 

C 

a concerted effort by your forces to regain whatever population and 
territory they may have lost during the current NYA offensive. 

-I would welcome your comments. 


DECLASSIFIED^ 

TOP SECRET / i 0*0*- 

By r£»NARA Dal e OW /hi Ot 


TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE 


